Spinal ultrasonography. Intraoperative and pediatric applications.
Ultrasonography has had limited usefulness in the diagnosis of diseases of the spine and spinal cord in older children and adults. However, its use intraoperatively in patients of all ages, and nonoperatively in infants and young children, is finding increased application. The authors, who perform and rely on spinal sonography in both clinical situations, present an overview of technique, normal anatomy, and selected pathologic entities based on their experience and the literature.